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Nordaf is an arts
d e v e l o p m e n t
service staffed

and managed by a
majority of Disabled
people. It aims to
empower Disabled
people in Cumbria,
Durham, Northum-
berland, Te e s s i d e
and Tyne & We a r,
through the promo-
tion of Disability A r t s
and Culture.   

Nordaf News promotes
and discusses all
aspects of Disability
Arts and Culture, and
welcomes unsolicited
articles, reviews and let-
ters for publication by
Disabled and Deaf peo-
ple. We cannot  guaran-
tee publication and the
Editor reserves the right
to edit contributions.
Whenever possible this
will be done in consulta-
tion with the author. 

The views expressed
are not necessarily
those of Nordaf.

n o rd a f
n e w s



A N N U A L G E N E R A L M E E T I N G

No r d a f’s Annual General Meeting
will be held on Monday 26th

November 2001 at 4.00pm at  MEA
House (5th Floor, Conference Room
1), Ellison Place, Newcastle upon
Tyne, NE1 8XS. Fully accessible
venue with BSL interpretation. If you
plan to attend, please contact the
office. Papers available in all formats.

NORDAF FUNDING ROUND

The deadline for the next round of
the Strategic Disability Fund

(region-wide) and the Co. Durham
Disability and Arts Initiative (Co.
Durham only) is almost upon us - clos-
ing date Thursday 15th November
(see p5 for more details).

YOUth PROJECT

Saturday November 3rd saw the
culmination of the YOUth theatre

project who presented school assem-
bly at the Buddle. This Disability arts
project took students’ experiences of
bullying, isolation and ‘difference’ and

transformed them into paintings,
masks and theatre. 

INSIGHT BRAILLE SERVICES

Anew service which allows visually
impaired people independent

access to your information. For more
information contact Sharron Bates,
phone 01325 307659.

YOUSIGN

Yousign offer training in BSL, Deaf
awareness and Minicom, besides

consultation and a range of training
aids, including videotapes and, soon, a
CD-ROM. Contact them on
minicom/fax 0191 270 2531 or visit
their website www.yousign.co.uk.
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round and about
North West Disability Arts Forum
are running their highly successful
Workshop Leader course for Deaf
and Disabled artists, Leading the

Wa y; one day a week, from Feb to
April 2002. For more info ring
Voice 0151 707 1733; Fax 0 1 5 1
708 9355; Text 0151 706 0365

Northern Cultural Skills Partnership
may be able to offer financial sup-
port. Ring voice 0191 230 5228
Fax: 0191 230 5229; Email
enquiries@ncsp.co.uk or visit their
website www. n c s p . c o . u k
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SPOTLIGHT on the
FUNDERS    Community

Foundation

The Community Foundation
helps individuals, families and
companies to invest in  their

local communities by managing
charitable funds on their behalf and
bringing donors and local groups
together.

A major funder serving Tyne & We a r
and Northumberland, the Community
Foundation distributed over £4 mil-
lion to over 900 voluntary groups in
2000/01 - an impressive record.

Grants range from a few pounds to
£150,000, with most being around
£ 2 5 0 0 .

Recognising the different needs of
urban and rural areas, the grants are
intended to benefit all sections of the
c o m m u n i t y. 

P R I O R I T I E S
Applications are especially welcome
f r o m
• Projects involving young people, 

older people or women in the com-
m u n i t y

• Small-scale community environ-
mental projects

• Developing voluntary sector 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

It is particularly keen to support proj-
ects that
• help people in poverty
• involve minority and disadvan-

taged groups
• are locally run and led, preferably

by their users
• use volunteers fully
• demonstrate good practice and 

m a n a g e m e n t

Grants can cover running or core
costs including salaries, project
costs, equipment, volunteer expenses

Some grants to individuals are avail-
able and are aimed at
• Young people who have been in 

local authority care
• Young people engaging in self-

improvement activities such as 
volunteering 

• Children with disabilites who need
e q u i p m e n t

• Young people on Tyneside who 
are involved in performing arts

• Young musicians.

A P P LY I N G
The Community Foundation has a
single application process. Contact
them to obtain the guidelines on
how to apply, or for an informal chat.



Phone 0191 222 0945 or drop them an email;
g e n e r a l @ c o m m u n i t y f o u n d a t i o n . o r g . u k .
or go to
w w w. c o m m u n i t y f o u n d a t i o n . o r g . u k

Community Foundation
5th Floor, Sun Alliance House
35, Mosley St
Newcastle upon Ty n e
NE1 1YF
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NORDAF FUNDING

Nordaf distributes two
funds for arts proj-
ects for and by dis-

abled people in the NE -
the Strategic Disability
Fund (region-wide) and the
Co. Durham Disability and
Arts Initiative (Co. Durham
only).

There are two deadlines
each year, 15th June and
15th November. We are
accepting applications
NOW for the November
d e a d l i n e .

Funding is normally avail-
able for groups or organi-
sations, although individ-
ual artists can be funded
if their work is relevant to
the wider community.

Groups can apply for
between £500 and
£2000, and must find
matching funding, a pro-
portion of which can be
“in-kind” - services pro-
vided free, for example. 

Contact Veronica McKale
for more details, or
download the guidelines
from the nordaf website
w w w. n o r d a f . o r g
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If you are a voluntary organisation, commu-
nity group or statutory agency wanting to
provide services for disadvantaged children
and young people, then the Children’s Fund
may be able to help.

The fund aims to provide increased and
better co-ordinated services for children,
young people and their families

Contact Shirley Chambers 
C h i l d r e n ’s Fund Manager
B a r n a r d o ’s, Orchard House, 
Fenwick Te r r a c e
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 2JQ
Phone 0191 240 4800
s h i r l e y. c h a m b e r s @ b a r n a r d o s . o r g . u k

CLOSING DATES 1 DEC 2001, 1 FEB 2002

CHILDREN’S FUND NEWCASTLE

WHIZZ-KIDZ No Limits Millennium awards
are open to disabled young people 12-18
who use a wheelchair or other type of mobili-
ty equipment. You need to come up with
exciting ideas impacting on your lives and
your community. Up to £10000 grants.
Voice 0206 233 6600/www. w h i z z - k i d z . o r g . u k
n o l i m i t s a w a r d s @ w h i z z - k i d z . o r g . u k
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Claire stood looking out of the
Nursery window onto the
sunny playground, watching

the new children coming to school
for the first time. She saw Laura and
her mother walk across the play-
ground. Laura was a pretty child with
pale skin and lots of curly black hair,
tall, like a plant that has outgrown its

strength. She found it hard to walk because of her cerebral palsy and fell despite
her mother holding her hand tightly. Laura cried bitterly.

“Is she hurt?” Claire asked Laura’s mother, Paula.
“No, she’s used to falling. She doesn’t want to come to school. She’s

been upset all week.” Paula said ruefully.
“Laura, you can help the little ones,” Claire said, wiping the tears away,

and Laura did, putting her all into it, pulling at the chairs and somehow man-
aging to get all the children sitting down, more through determination than
through skill. Claire and Paula exchanged smiles, and Paula slipped out.
There was no problem getting Laura to school after that.

The smallest boy in the nursery, James, was her special favourite and
they were often in the reading corner heads close together.  Her dark hair
mixing with his fair.

Laura found writing hard. There was more writing on the desk than on the
p a p e r. Her large movements made letters almost impossible to form. She
got more and more frustrated. She could have used a computer but she
wanted to be the same as the other children, so they stuck the paper to the
desk with Sellotape.

One day she drew a picture of Claire with a big nose, with Mrs. P. written
under it. Claire wished she had kept it but could remember the strong black
lines, like a cartoon, full of life, even after years had passed. It might be
worth something now, as it turned out.

Claire moved from the Nursery to a new job visiting disabled children in
schools. Years later she visited Laura, now in the sixth form of her college.

Laura was still striking looking. She had on a man’s tweed jacket with a
scarf tied around her neck, jeans and trainers.

“I see you keep up with fashion,” Claire said.
“The jacket belongs to Joe, mum’s boy friend. He doesn’t mind me taking

it. lt’s first up best dressed in our house,” she told Claire.
Claire said. “I wish I could wear casual things. I just look untidy. T h e y

A n
Un r e a l i s t i c
A m b i t i o n
by Anne Colledge
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look good on you. They suit you.’
“Thanks. I’d like to be a fashion model. I’ve alwavs wanted to be a

model,” Laura said. Claire wrote it in her notes for the case conference to
discuss Laura’s future. She was eighteen soon.

The case conference was a week later.
“What does Laura want to do, has she any idea yet?” asked the head-

m a s t e r. Jane, Laura’s social worker, smoothed her tightly-fitting skirt down
unnecessarily and said, “She has a totally unrealistic ambition to be a fash-
ion model.”

“I don’t think it’s unrealistic,” Claire said. “She could try, and find out for
herself if she is successful. No one knows until they try”

Jane gave her a pitying look. “That is true but, in this case, I think it’s
inappropriate to try,” she said sharply.

“She’d look better than the poor, anorexic models we have now, forced to
get thin and stay that way, by our sick society,” Claire burst out without think-
ing.   “There’s not much health and safety for them at work on the catwalks.
Laura, on the other hand, looks healthy and full of life. She’s beautiful!”

“Society isn’t ready for a disabled model,” said Jane dismissively.
There was a deathly silence because raised voices were unusual in

Case Conferences. People shuffled their papers in embarrassment. T h e n
the meeting went on.

Claire was shopping at the Quay Side Market one Saturday about a
year later when she met Laura.

`I’ve got my own flat now,” she told her proudly. “This is Paul, my boy
friend.”  They both looked very happy.

Claire didn’t hear anything about Laura for a bit and then in the post
she got a card, an invitation to Laura’s Private View of her new exhibition.
She knew Laura had a Fine Art Degree with First Class Honours and most
of her work was sold at her degree show.

The Gallery was packed with people milling round and there was an
excited hum as they discussed the paintings. The beautiful people, thought
Claire, and Laura is one of them. In the middle in the white well-lit gallery
Laura was standing with Paul. They had been married for a year. He had
his arm around her and they were sharing a joke. She looked great in a
straight black dress, which accentuated her slim figure. 

She looked at the paintings. One was a large abstract, a burst of
colour with lots of red and orange with large sweeping brush strokes. It
reminded Claire of a painting by the American painter, Georgia O’Keefe. 

please turn to page 14
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Clockwise from the top:
Singer/guitarist Lee
S t i r l i n g ;
Poet Stuart Bracking;
Graeae Theatre Company;
Ceramicist Andrew Hague
Fine artist Steve Jones;
Choreographer and per-
former Denise A r m s t r o n g .

Photographs and digital pro
cessing by Bill Scott

CLEAR VIEW
Photographer Bill Scott has coined the

term “Az-Art” to describe his technique
of printing digital photographs onto clear
acetates. The striking images in this exhibi-
tion clearly show the glowing clarity the
technique can produce. 

“Clear View” is a photo-essay of Disabled artists at
work. Funded by a grant from the Millennium
Award Scheme/Scope, the project is the result of
a long-standing ambition to celebrate the rich
Disabilty Arts culture of the region.

Bill Scott has been involved in photography for
over forty years. His early interest in portraiture
broadened over the years leading to experience in
theatrical photography, landscape, portraiture and
photojournalism.  Exhibitions include the Fish
Quay Festival, WOW, Lindisfarne and the
Discovery Museum.

A founder member of Tyneside Disabled
Photographers, Bill has always been keen to pro-
mote disabled photography in the region. T D P r u n
workshops and classes and has a set of exhibition
boards and other equipment it can make available
to members.

Clear View can be seen at Phoenix Theatre, Blyth
until November 9th, then White Swan Centre,
Killingworth until the 26th; Chester-le-Street
Library until December 6th.

Contact Bill through Nordaf (see inside front cover
for contact details).
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Kodak Professional
800asa forced to
1600. Digitised; print-
ed to acetate.
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Headway Theatre, based in Blyth,
uses the performing arts as a

creative tool to help people suff e r i n g
social exclusion through disability or
disadvantage. 

An exciting programme
of performances, work-
shops, and tours
throughout the region
o ffers opportunities for peo-
ple from a wide variety of back-
grounds and abilities to devel-
op their theatre, personal and
communication skills. 

Releasing Potential

2 0 0 1 is a group of all abili-
ties who devise their own
productions. This year they
are doing The Big Freeze,
a street theatre piece which
will be touring the streets of
Northumberland around Christmas.

Continuing their successful pro-
gramme of Theatre in Education in
partnership with Live Youth T h e a t r e ,
Headway Theatre are developing a
powerful production of Lives Wo r t h

L i v i n g, a compelling story about a
learning disabled young man and his
elder sister. It is due to be toured
around schools early next year. T h e
production will offer valuable experi-
ence for a semi-professional, learn-

ing disabled actor and a recent
graduate from Live Youth T h e a t r e .

Theatre in Education provides excit-
ing opportunities for schools to
engage with current issues in cre-
ative and accessible ways, bridging
the gap between art and education.

Headway Theatre runs creative
workshops throughout the

year at museums and art
galleries around the
region. These workshops
bring together local
schools, groups and
artists to explore themes
close to their communi-
t i e s .

In the St Mary’s

Parish Map project, for
example, pupils from

Morpeth Road First
School worked alongside
women from St Mary’s

Church to create a map of the local
places most significant to them.
Worked into the textile map are
vibrant stories and local tales. 

For remote locations with no venue
of their own, the Arty Clarty
Theatre Tent, an inflatable mar-
quee, provides a space where a
wide range of activities can take
place. The A C T tent was funded by
the Northern Arts Regional A r t s
Lottery Programme and is equipped

T H E AT R EH E A D WAY
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with PA, lighting and digital video
cameras and editing facilities.

Seven Stars is a group of learning
disabled actors who have developed
their skills in acting, devising, impro-
vising and workshop-leading.
They travel the country performing in
theatres, day centres and festivals. 

Their new piece, The Trouble Wi t h

F o l k is currently being devised and
will soon be touring venues around
C u m b r i a .

Headway Theatre offers people of all
abilities the chance to contribute
creatively to the cultural life of their
communities. 

For more information, contact 
Alison Walton, Project Manager 
Headway Theatre Company
54 Bridge Street, Blyth
Northumberland NE24 2AP

Phone/fax/text 01670 351962
email HeadwayT@aol.com

November 26th marks the third
anniversary of the death of Ian

Stanton, still missed by everyone
in the Disability Arts movement.

“Ian...was the British disability
m o v e m e n t ’s best-loved activist -
and premier singer-songwriter. His
lyrics encapsulated the humour
and anger of the civil rights strug-
gle of disabled people, his songs
enlivened the Direct A c t i o n
N e t w o r k ’s demonstrations nation-
wide. He was universally respect-
ed and admired for his integrity,
commitment and passion.” To m

Shakespeare, Guardian Obituary.

One of the founder members of
the Disability Arts movment, Ian
will always be remembered for his
biting wit and unfailing good
h u m o u r.

Seven Stars Theatre Group

I A N S TA N TO N
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Va c a n c i e s

Northern Disability Arts Forum is seeking 3 ‘Ambassadors’ for 30
days work between December 2001 - April 2002 to develop an excit-
ing new project entitled "Action - Disability Arts". Fee:  £3,000 

The project’s objectives are:
*  to use specialist disabled Ambassadors to develop models of good 
practice around access to arts organisations;
*  to develop staff skills within three arts organisations so they can devel-
op audiences with disabilities, meeting and exceeding the legal require-
ments of the DDA;
*  to create partnerships between the Northern Disability Arts Forum and
three mainstream arts organisations as a model for future work.

Nordaf is looking to appoint 3 disabled people with:
-  awareness of Arts and Disability and Disability Arts issues
-  some knowledge of mainstream arts organisations
-  good organisational and interpersonal skills
-  some experience of access issues and willingness to undertake training
-  the ability to work on own initiative and in a team setting
-  commitment to equal opportunities and the social model of disability

The Ambassadors will work closely with the Co-ordinator.  Each
Ambassador will be placed within one mainstream arts organisation to
work closely with all departments.  Together they will identify specific bar-
riers to attendance and participation by disabled people within that organ-
i s a t i o n ’s work.  They will then put in place and oversee a test programme
of measures to address the specific barriers identified.

For further information, or an informal discussion, please contact:
Veronica McKale, Northern Disability Arts Forum
M E A House, Ellison Place, Newcastle upon Tyne  NE1 8XS
Tel / Fax:  0191  222 0708.  Minicom:  0191  261 2238. 
E-mail:  veronica@nordaf.org

This information is available in braille, tape or large print.
Closing Date for applications: 21 November 2001
Funded by Arts Council of England and supported by Northern A r t s .
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In brief
M A G I C L A N T E R N

Non-profit making educational chari-
ty Magic Lantern of the North s p e-
cialises in bringing fine art to school-
children by touring slide shows of
famous paintings.

This year they have funding to
extend this service to groups of
young people and adults who would
not normally visit an Art Gallery,
including Learning Disabled people,
Day Care Centres and mental health
S u r v i v o r s .

If you would like to make use of
this FREE service, contact 
Flora Crowe 
phone 0191 285 4387 
email flora.crowe@which.net

ADAPT’S 10th BIRTHDAY

A D A P T (Action by Differently A b l e d
People in Tyneside) are holding their
10th anniversary celebrations on
S a t u r d a y, 8th December 2001 from
2.00 till 4.00pm at the We n t w o r t h
Leisure Centre, Hexham. It also cel-
ebrates the Year of the Disabled a n d

the International Year of the Vo l u n-
t e e r, so expect a bit of a hooley!

More details from A D A P T
Phone/fax 01434 606156
Email; adapt@adapt-

t y n e d a l e . f r e e s e r v e . c o . u k

G R A E A E

G r a e a e ’s new production T h e

C h a n g e l i n g arrives in the Darlington
Arts Centre this month.

Blonde, beautiful and exceptionally
c l e v e r, Beatrice is the ultimate soci-
ety girl, but her calculated plan to be
deflowered draws her ever deeper
into a cruel world of deceit and
deception. Whew! 

14th & 15th November, 8.00pm
Darlington Arts Centre
Box office 01325 486555
Fax 01325 368278
Text 01325 489094

BSL-interpreted and audio-described.

D A I S C E N T R E

Disability Gateshead are opening a
new Disability Advice, Information
and Support Centre in November in
the Baltic Business Centre.

New services include free meeting
rooms, drop-in library and refresh-
ments, accessible toilet and kitchen,
free internet and IT facilities - open
Monday to T h u r s d a y, 10am - 3pm.

D A I S C e n t r e
Baltic Business Centre
Saltmeadows Road
Gateshead NE8 3AH
Phone 0191 477 3558
i n f o @ d i s a b i l i t y g a t e s h e a d . o r g . u k
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An Unrealistic A m b i t i o n (contd from page 7)

It was full of warmth and life. Another was a haunting picture in black and
white of a woman standing alone in a high-ceilinged room with the sunlight
falling on her from a window.

Laura came up to Claire, weaving her way through the crowd.
` You’re an artist now,” Claire said.
Laura nodded. “I love computer drawing as well as painting,” she told

Claire and the intricate, brightly coloured designs on the walls, many with
the red dots on showing they were already sold, bore that out.

“What are the paintings about?” Claire asked.
“Life form and colour,” Laura answered without hesitation.
“Funny how things turn out. I remember you wanted to be a model when

you were eighteen. Did you ever do any modeling, or did you change your
mind and prefer a career in art?”  Claire asked.

Laura smiled, “Art is my first love now but I have done a little modeling.
Some very recently. Are you going home on the Metro?” Claire nodded. “Are
you going to Monument Station?” She nodded again.

“ You’ll see what I mean when you get there.”
“ You are being mysterious. I can’t wait to find out what you mean.”
When Claire got to the station she looked around but there was nothing

in the station concourse which was as gloomy as ever. There were the usual
adverts for bras, local shops and theatre on the walls beside the steep
escalator down to the ill-lit platforms. Then she saw it, facing her on the
wall, and drew her breath in surprise to see a large portrait of Laura, stand-
ing in the gallery surrounded by her bright paintings, alive with light and
c o l o u r. Claire felt like shouting out loud. “She’s my pupil”. She thought
L a u r a ’s mum must be bursting with pride.

The caption underneath the poster said, “This is Laura, successful artist,
who has another great exhibition.” So she was a model, after all - it wasn’t
an unrealistic ambition, not for Laura.

Now retired and Hard of Hearing herself, Anne Colledge taught Deaf chil -

dren for over 30 years. Her new book, Northern Lights, is for children 8+.

Set in the North East it features the adventures of a young Deaf hero. 

Northern Lights is published by Pipers' Ash Ltd. Available from Wa t e r s t o n e s ,

Newcastle and Amazon.co.uk Price hardback £8.50, glossy £6.50, smaller

edition £4.95 or direct from A n n e . C o l l e d g e @ b t i n t e r n e t . c o m
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Are you young, gifted and bored?
Nordaf is producing its own films

- with a £20,000 grant from the Film
Council Lottery fund.

Aimed at Deaf or Disabled 12-18
year olds  - Let Loose Productions
will offer: two film production training
courses in Northumberland and the
chance to make up to FOUR short
films - all for FREE.

The training will be run by Deaf and
Disabled film professionals and sup-
port includes your travel costs, BSL
Interpretation, Personal Assistants, a
decent lunch AND a good time!

The films will include subtitles, audio
description and sign language inter-
pretation provided by SIGNPOST
based at Tyne Tees T V. Participants
will have the chance to visit Ty n e
Tees TV to see how it’s done.

Outreach development work will
start this month in Northumberland
with the training and film production
taking place February - April 2002
during the school holidays - so any
chance of skiving is out I’m afraid!

The films will be screened at
M i d N A G ’s Northumberland Yo u n g
Filmmakers Festival in November
2002 and toured to other specialist
national festivals.

If you are interested or have a
school or group who’d be keen to
get involved ring  Alison Smith mini-
com/voice 0191 261 2238 fax 0191
222 0708: alison@nordaf.org

Northumberland Arts Strategy 

The next stage of this consultation
takes place at Queen’s Hall,

Hexham on Friday 16th November
1.30 pm. 

Nordaf has been involved in making
sure that Disability Arts and A c c e s s
issues are represented in this very
important strategy document. 

If you have any pressing issues or
comments you wish us to put forward
please get in contact.

Got any news?

If you have any Disabled arts events
you wish us to list please let us

k n o w. We can add them to the web
site, include them in the next Nordaf
News and pass word round.

Disability/deaf arts discussion
b o a r d

Why not join our web discussion
boards? You might want to flag

an event or maybe there is a burning
issue you wish to share with other
Disabled or Deaf artists? Check out
the sites on www.nordaf.org - see
you there!

Call for budding filmmakers in Northumberland
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D a t e Ti m e E v e n t / v e n u e
D A R L I N G TO N
14th, 15th Nov 8 . 0 0 p m GRAEAE; The Changeling: Darlington Arts Centre.

Box Office: Voice 01325 486555 Minicom 01325 489094

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
26th Nov 4 . 0 0 p m NorDAF AGM: M E A H o u s e, Ellison Place, Newcastle upon

Tyne, NE1 8XS Fully accessible venue with BSL i n t e r p r e -
tation. Contact us for papers Voice/Fax 0191 222 0708; 
minicom 0191 261 2238; email veronica@nordaf.org

H E X H A M
8th Dec 2 - 4pm A D A P T Christmas Festival: Wentworth Leisure Centre 

10th anniversary, Year of the Disabled, International Year 
of the Vo l u n t e e r. FREE (Ticket only) Voice 01289 330999 
Fax 01289 331367 or A D A P T for tickets.

B E RW I C K - U P O N - T W E E D
19th Nov 7 . 3 0 p m Arts Strategy Meeting: The Maltings Theatre, Main Hall

Voice 01289 330999 Fax 01289 331 367

H E X H A M
16th Nov 1 . 3 0 p m Q u e e n ’s Hall: Northumberland Arts Strategy

Ring Alison for details Minicom 0191 261 2238, Fax 0191 
222 0708 email alison@nordaf.org

Seven Stars


